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“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.”—ActTs 1: 10, 11. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon 
at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, January 28, 1900: 

Brother Talmage has stated that he believes the Latter-day Saints are 
a very happy people—probably the happiest in the world. There is no 
doubt in my mind concerning this. I believe we are the happiest people 
in the world. And from our organization, seventy years ago, we have 
been distinguished for our love for truth. If the pursuit of truth and the 
obedience of truth will make a people happy, then certainly we ought to 
be a very happy people. All our sufferings, all our trials, all the obloquy 
that has been heaped upon us, have had their origin in our determined 
pursuit of truth and our love for it. I think we have been distinguished 
above all other people for this characteristic. We have differed from our 
fellow beings to a very great extent, because we had higher conceptions 
of truth than those which prevailed. If we had been content to go along 
the beaten path traveled by the world at large, we would have escaped a 
great many things that we have had to contend with. Our existence in 
these valleys, our organization throughout these mountains, is entirely 
due to our love for truth and our determination to obey truth as fast as 
we could comprehend it. We have been in advance of the world in this 
respect. A great many truths that are now accepted by the world were 
taught by us and derided by the world in the first place. 

I have had occasion to call your attention to the grand truth connected 
with the eternal character of matter. Joseph Smith revealed the truth 
that matter is indestructible; that the world was not made out of nothing, 
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as was taught generally by the religious world, but that it was made out 
of pre-existent matter; that it could not be destroyed, but it was not 
unchangeable. That truth is now believed generally. Joseph Smith 
also revealed the truth that we are not all consigned after death to one 
heaven or to one hell, but that there are different degrees of punishment 
and different degrees of glory. This has been revealed with exceeding 
plainness to the world, and I am happy to believe that the world is 
gradually accepting this truth. 

Our temples are built for a definite purpose. In the past the world has 
believed that when men died they were consigned to one of two places— 
they either went to heaven or to hell. The Lord has revealed to us, as we 
testify, that this is not true; but that His children, after they leave here, 
are still His children, and they can repent of their sins, and be relieved 
thereby from the punishment that follows disobedience. Having this 
knowledge, we build temples, wherein we baptize for the dead, believing 
that they are preached to by the servants of God in the spirit world. In 
that state they have the opportunity for repentance, and are prepared to 
receive the benefits of baptism, and the laying on of hands for the recep- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. These are truths that the world does not believe. 
They are nevertheless true, and they will yet prove themselves to be true 
to the acceptance of many thousands of people. 

What is there connected with baptism for the dead that should cause 
feelings of opposition? All the Christian world believe that Jesus died 
for us, and that through His vicarious atonement and sufferings we are 
redeemed. This principle of vicarious action lies at the very foundation 
of the whole Christian religion. 

Another principle that we believe in, it having been revealed to us, is 
the pre-existence of spirits. The religious world believe that man’s first 
existence commences at his birth in mortality. The idea that man lived 
before he came here is not seriously entertained by them. But Joseph 
Smith received light from the Lord on this which has made it plain to us, 
and we as a people firmly believe it. This is a grand truth, and we have 
accepted it and incorporated it in our faith. For that and other truths we 
have been willing toendure persecution. Whatis there unreasonable about 
it! Is there a Christian in the world who does not believe that the Savior 
existed before He came and took upon Himself mortality? Was He not 
God manifested in the flesh. Yet the Christian world are not prepared to 
receive the beautiful and grand truth that we all existed before we came 
here. Such a thought never entered their minds until the Prophet Joseph 
Smith received it as a truth from heaven. What is there inconsistent in 
believing that we existed before we came here, any more than it is incon- 
sistent to believe that Jesus existed before He came here? The Scriptures 
substantiate this truth. The Lord said to the Prophet Jeremiah, Before 
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee: and before thou camest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations.” 

Then comes the doctrine of marriage. We have had revelations from 
God concerning marriage. We have been taught of the Lord that marri- 
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age can be solemnized on the earth for time and for all eternity; and that 
when men and women receive their highest glory they will be joined 
together as husbands and wives. I need not dwell on all the features 
connected with this principle; you are familiar with them. I need not 
say to you liow extensive our belief is in relation to this matter; for it is 
a matter that has been agitated and talked about until it has become at 
least partially understood. I need only say that Latter-day Saints believe, 
because God has revealed it to them, that when wives and husbands are 
united, there is an authority and a power that can unite them together for 
time and for all eternity. This is in line with the remark of Paul, where 
he says “neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman with- 
out the man, in the Lord.” They are united together; their posterity will 
be theirs, and they will reign over them in eternity. One of the glories 
of eternity will consist of the fact that the family organization will be 
complete, and will be of such a character as to enable them to increase 
and spread abroad until they shall become innumerable. This is another 
principle for which we have suffered. 

I mention these to bring to your mind, my brethren and sisters, how 
much we have loved the truth, and how desirous we have been to obtain 
a knowledge of the truth. We have been willing to make sacrifices for 
the truth’s sake. We have not only prayed and talked with our lips con- 
cerning truth, but we have actually obeyed the truth as far as we have 
known it. For this reason we have been persecuted. The world seems 
to be anxious that we should confine ourselves to the truths already re- 
vealed. But that is not our desire. Weare progressing; we are seeking 
to comprehend more truth. Weare earnestly seeking to understand the 
laws that govern truth, and through continued obedience to those laws 
we hope after a while to get back into the presence of our Father and God. 
We therefore love the truth, and we expect to suffer for the truth. 

All truth has not been revealed. Paul said once he knew a man who 
had ascended into the third heaven, and he had heard things that were 
not lawful for man to utter. That has been a good deal the case with us. 
Many things have been revealed to us which, if we had taught, men would 
have sought to kill us, so entirely opposed would they have been to the 
prevailing religious sentiment. This has been the case even with the 
small amount of truth which we have taught. We dare not tell all the 
truth we know, because it would not be lawful to utter some things that 
God has revealed. That which we do teach, and which has enabled us to 
progress to our present condition, sometimes gets us into trouble when 
we attempt to tell it. It arouses hatred and prejudice; and the class that 
manifest this spirit of hatred are, strange to say, those who profess to be 
the followers of Jesus Christ and ministers of His word. They cannot 
bear it. I do not know what they would have done with Paul if they bad 
lived in his day and he had told them some of the truths which were “not 
lawful to utter.” No doubt, they would have done with him as they did 
with the Prophet Joseph Smith. It was the truth he told that caused 
them to slay him. From the chapter read by Brother Talmage we learn 
that the people in that day sought to kill the Savior because He told the 
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truth; and they killed Joseph Smith because he told the world truths 
they would not receive. Our Elders, in going out to preach the Gospel, 
have to be exceedingly cautious lest they shall give strong meat to people 
who are only prepared to receive the milk of the word. If they give 
strong meat, persecution is raised immediately. For this reason they 
have to reserve eternal truths with which they are familiar, or the people 
would do with them as they did with Jesus and as they have done with 
all the Prophets who have declared truths which the people would not 
receive. The Savior had to caution His disciples on this very point, in the 
following languuge: 

“Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and 
rend you.” Matt. 7: 6. 

New truths are unwelconie, and you have to lead mankind along by 
degrees to comprehend truth. 

I feel to say again that there are no people upon the face of the earth 
that have done so much for truth as the Latter-day Saints have; who 
have made so many sacrifices for the truth as they have done. God has 
revealed these truths to us, and the best test we have been able to give of 
the verity of these things has been to say to the people, “If you do not 
believe what wé say to you, if you have any doubt concerning it, go to 
the Father, in the name of Jesus, and ask Him, and we pledge you our 
word that if you will do this in sincerity and in the proper spirit, God 
will reveal it to you, and you will not be dependent upon our testimony 
albne.“ 

My brethren and sisters, we ought to prepare our hearts to receive the 
truth. Will there be more truth revealed? Why, yes, the heavens are 
full of truth, and the Lord desires to communicate it to His children when 
we are ready to receive it. Things which, as I have said, are not lawful 
for man to utter at the present time will be revealed, and God will con- 
tinue giving revelation, if we will prepare our hearts for it. The Latter- 
day Saints obey law, and through their obedience to law they are rising 
higher and higher. They occupy a higher plane to-day than any people 
I know of on the earth, because they obey higher law; and through a 
continued obedience to law they will continue to ascend until they will 
get back into the presence of our Father and God. What is it that makes 
angels pure and holy? What is it that makes heaven so glorious a place? 
What is it that clothes the inhabitants of heaven with everything that 
the heart can imagine? It is obedience tolaw. They have obeyed one 
law after another, and will continue to obey law, until they shall have 
reached the highest glory of the Eternal. So it will be with us. If we 
reach that blest abode, it will be through obedience to the laws which 
pertain to exaltation and eternal glory, one after another. The man who 
obeys law most perfectly, the woman who obeys law most perfectly, is 
nearer to God than those who are disobedient. 

The Lord bless you, my brethren and sisters, and may He prepare us for 
everything that awaits us. Above all things, let our hearts be prepared 
to receive the truth and to live it. I always admired the remark of Presi- 
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dent Young when he said, “I will give nine errors any time for one truth.” 
I think we can all say this. We will give all our errors, all our mistaken 
notions and ideas, for the truth; and that is quite a life’s labor, because we 
have many false ideas and traditions. God bless you, in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 


—— — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRESIDENT A. H. ScHULTHESS informs us that Elder M. Markow js 
getting along nicely in Bucharest, and now has 4 small branch of seven 
members, four ladies and three men. Brother Markow is full of zeal, an 
indefatigable worker, and prospects seem fair for more Elders being p- 
quired shortly ;” his district is now under the direction of the President of 
the German Mission. 


BrotHer Rosert F. NSL has the following to say in a late letter: 


“Have you ever visited the Norwich Conference? You canngt possibly 
finish your education without a trip to Lowestoft, ang get inta the little 
chapel which my dear father byilt. Should you ever go there give 
my kind regards to all inquiring friends. Be sure and call on Arthur 
Stebbings of the Lowestoft branch, you will find him a Typical English- 
man, tell him I do not forget him. 

“TI wish I were over there with you, I think I could do some good in the 
Norwich and London Conferences.” 


Exper A. J. PouLsen gives the following account of a district meeting 
held at Middlesborough: 

“A very successful District Meeting was held here in the Temperance 
Hall on the 11th inst. At 10:30 a.m. most of the Saints and Sunday school 
children were in attendance. Elders Jos. Holland, J. H. Haslam and 
President H. W. Naisbitt were the speakers. 

“At 2:30 p.m. an increased audience of Saints and strangers were 
addressed by Elder Heber G. Morrell and President Mitchell. 

“6:30 p.m. The hall was filled with Saints, investigators, and strangers. 
President Naisbitt addressed the audience, and although he spoke about 
one hour and a half, still many regretted that he did not speak longer. 
The meeting is counted as one of the most successful that has been held 
in this conference for a long time. | 

„A spiritual feast was had at the Priesthood meeting held at 17 Milton 
Street on the 12th inst. The reports of past labors were very gratifying.” 


ELDER J. W. Boora writes from Aintab, Syria, concerning his late 
serious sickness, as follows: | 

“T was taken down with the small-pox about the middle of January, 
and had a rather bad time of it for twenty-two days, during which time 
I kept my bed almost constantly, but the Saints were faithful waiters and 
attended me with every care I could ask. Elder Holdaway’ 8 arrival was 
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not until I had passed the worst stage, but he has been of great comfort 
and assistance to me. He is still with me. I am not strong yet, as you 
may suppose, but I feel truly thankful to our Heavenly Father for sparing 
me to continue the pleasant work of teaching the Gospel to His children. 

“The branch here is in fairly good condition, but very frequently we 
find our own brethren without food or fuel, and no work whatever to do. 
Only yesterday one of them came in for assistance, sat for an hour or so, 
got up and bid us good-bye and then stood at the door, too modest to 
make his wants known, until he was asked to come in again and say what 
he wanted. He had nothing to eat for his family, and had been walking 
the streets nearly all day in a rain storm trying to sell his only coat, 
offering it for less than a shilling but could find no buyer.” 


ELpER JosgepH E. Taytor writes from Salt Lake City: 


“The people of England must have suffered a terrible strain of late in 
consequence of the African muddle. (Is muddle the proper word?) From 
the dispatches during the last three days it seems as if the tide had turned 
in favor of Great Britain. Is the present the beginning of the end? is 
another question which often wells up in the mind. War and rumors of 
war, etc., etc., would indicate that important events are close at our doors. 

“Strange things, I am satisfied, will occur in the near future; one reason 
I assign is the universal and I might say the national onslaught already 
made and still further threatened against our people. The enemy is 
marshalling his hosts to checkmate the Almighty ou the accomplishment 
of some grand purpose for Israel’s advancement. 

“The enactment of laws inimical to God’s people have more than once 
preceded some mighty event. The destruction of the male child in Egypt 
as well as in Judea, the attempt to silence Daniel, and the seeking to 
compel the three Hebrews to bow down and worship as their enemies dic- 
tated is about on a par with what is asked of us, I feel we have yielded 
enough; and rather than yield another inch the fiery furnace and the 
lion’s den and trust God, I say. But I say it with a feeling of humility, for 
the tests yet to come may strike to the very core, and it may require the 
courage of the bravest to pass through the ordeal, and a strength which 
God alone can give. | 
ou will have read of the swarming that has taken place in this Stake 
of Zion and the location of two new hives, which relieves the Presidency 
from a great deal of labor and gives opportunity for the exercise of con- 
siderable latent talent and excellent ability. Weare left with the twenty- 
four city wards, the Cannon, Brighton, Centre and Pleasant Green wards, 
outside, which is quite a large but a very compact Stake. 

“IT mentioned you at our missionary meeting, the brethren responded 
heartily to your kindly wishes. Brothers Cannon and Penrose send kind 
love.” N. 


Wuart is the eye without light, the ear without sound, the understand- 
ing without inspiration? 
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ANIMAL PARTNERSHIPS. 


Warn a creature has no sharp teeth or claws, no prickles, spine, or hard 
shell, and no means of running very fast to get out of danger, what is it 
todo? “Get wiped out in the general struggle for existence” seems the 
only natural reply. Yet everywhere you can find such creatures, and, far 
from being exterminated, they manage to increase and flourish amazingly, 
and this simply by the exercise of their wits, or the much-developed in- 
stinct which does duty for wits. The favorite device of any defenceless 
creature is to get some other stronger and bigger than itself to afford it 
protection. Of this a most amazing instance is to be found any summer's 
day along the mouth of the Thames. In the shallow channels between 
the sands may be seen floating hundreds of transparent jelly-fish. If you 
look carefully, you may see underneath the larger of these creatures and 
right among their long tentacles a number of tiny. white shrimps. It 
used to be supposed that the jelly-fish lived on these shrimps; but it is 
now ascertained that, so far from this being the case, the smaller fish is 
living under the protection of the medusa. The jelly-fish floats along, 
collecting food with its long arms, while the little shrimp remains in safe 
shelter and lives on the remnants. Taken from its protector, the shrimp 
dies almost at once. No one knows how this strange partnership first 
started. It seems rather a one-sided affair, but that it exists any one can 
see for himself. 

The sea cucumbers also give shelter to a tiny salt-water fish, which, 
if not thus protected, would soon die; and in similar fashion the big 
Brazilian catfish saves another species from extinction by allowing them 
to live in his mouth. A curious lizard, known as the tautera, inhabits the 
Chicken Islands, off New Zealand. It does not find much food for itself; 
whereas the petrel, which also lives there, gets plenty of fish. The lizard, 
however, is able to burrow, which the petrel cannot. The two creatures 
have therefore entered into a partnership whereby the petrel nests in the 
lizard’s burrow, and the lizard profits by the remains of fish Mr. and Mrs. 
Petrel bring home. The remora or sucking fish way distinctly be said to 
live on its wits. Right on top of its head it has developed a sucker, by 
means of which it attaches itself firmly to some big fish, such as shark or 
whale, and is so towed in safety over whole oceans, picking up plenty of 
food on the way. There are dozens of similar instances. Look at the 
hermit crab, which carefully selects an empty shell in which to hide his 
tender body, or the little pea-crab, which shares its food with a mussel in 
return for the protection of the latter’s shell. Cape Illustrated Magazine. 


Tae New Tueo.tocy.—The church has subscribed more to theories of 
the atonement than to the atonement; more to traditions of the Trinity 
than to the Persons composing it; more to theories of Scriptural inspira- 
tion than to either the Scriptures or inspiration; more about open and 
close communion than the precious sacrament itself. The new theology 
is after the thing itself—the fact, not what Calvin, Luther or Augustine 
or any pious man of old thought about the fact.— Rxv. Ropzrt McDona.p. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1900. 


WHAT CAN WE KNOW? 


THE materialist sayeth in his heart, “There is nothing that can be 
known only through one or more of the five senses.” The man of faith 
and hope declares that there are sources of light on earth and in the 
heavens beyond the ken of mortal vision, and truths to be learned which 
are out of reach of man’s puny telescope or microscope, and beyond the 
wildest imaginings of earth’s greatest scientists or philosophers, some of 
which may be reached through humility, faith, and obedience to laws 
underlying those truths. 

The materialist puts in claims for the reliability of sense perception 
which are not warranted when we take into consideration how deceptive 
these senses prove in many cases. 

The sense of sight is the one most relied on for general information, but 
how often it plays pranks on even the doubting Thomases, who must see 
or not believe! Who has not at sometime put his hand on relief painting 
to ascertain whether it was actual or deceptive? Whocould undoubtingly 
believe his own eyes after an evening spent in witnessing the wonders of 
modern necromancy? Vessels below the horizon have often been seen 
inverted in the air. The ordinary mirror found in every home performs 
a deception perfect and complete. These with the various forms of hallu- 
cination such as occur in many cases of nervous disorders, should teach, 
at least, that sight perception is not altogether infallible. The astronomer 
tells us that light from some of the distant stars has been 300 years reach- 
ing us, so we see them as they were several generations ago; while some 

of them may have ceased to emit light-rays altogether. 
The ear, also, is often deceived by ringing sensations, by echoes, ven- 
triloquism and of late by the phonograph. By its use the people of the 
future may hear the voices of their progenitors years after their tongues 
are crumbled to dust. Many people have been deceived by hearing their 
names called when it was only the result of abnormal nerve action. 

To prove that the sense of touch is not always reliable, it is necessary 
only to cross the fingers and place them on a small object like a pea, 
allowing both fingers to touch it at the same time, when the object will 
appear to the touch as two. The conjurer will press a coin in the palm 
of one’s hand, and, while closing the hand, remove the money, but while 
the impress remains one would be almost willing to stake his life that the 
coin was still there. 
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The mesmerist, or hypnotist, will make his semi-conscions subjeet 
imagine any taste or smell desired, and the memory will retain the sen- 
sations even after the mesmeric influence has passed off. 

Who can tell what conditions surround us, yet unknown to science, that 
may cause our senses to make false reports of the outer world to the think- 
ing, conscious being within, called self? Man knows but little of his sur- 
roundings here below, but the further his mind reaches out in research 
and investigation the more limited appear the powers of his senses. The 
mind is continuously reaching out beyond the bounds of experience and 
forming hypotheses from which to reason on the products of sense per- 
ception in order to test their reliability. Who has ever perceived through 
the senses, the molecule, the atom or the universal ether through which 
light and heat are supposed to be transmitted? 

Many truths that are impossible of demonstration through the senses 
are more positively known to be truths than are the outward phenomena 
of objects that effect the senses. We can know that space is boundless 
better than we can know that grass is green, for the opposite of the first 
is unthinkable, while our eyes have often been deceived in color; we can 
know that duration is infinite better than that our friends are speaking 
to us; we can be more sure of the eternal duration of matter than of the 
temperature of water by the touch. While men dispute over sense per- 
ceptions, the axioms of mathematics are above or beyond dispute. 

_ I can know that I am a conscious, reasoning being, that I can love and 
hate, experience joy and sorrow, anger and pity, and all the various pas- 
sions and feelings common to humanity. I know that | can reason on the 
products of sense perception and, by the power of imagination build up 
images more beautiful and grand than any I have ever experienced; but 
whether there is in the outer world a reality corresponding to the inner 
I may not know. I know that flashes of light and streams of intelligence 
often come to my mind when the mind is oblivious to all outward impres- 
sions, the source of which is a mystery from a human standpoint. I have 
every reason to believe, from outside manifestations, that there are others 
who have these flashes of light more frequently and with greater inten- 
sity and power than I have; and, believing that something cannot be 
produced from nothing, I must attribute this light to some source of 
intelligence, and, as it seems to be unlimited, the source must be infinite. 
An unlimited source of intelligence must be a God in the highest imagin- 
able sense, and in fact, must be far beyond the highest possible powers of 
human imagination. Then these flashes of light must be revelation, and 
they will grow stronger as the mind, by proper preparation, becomes more 
receptive of such influences. This class of knowledge can be weighed in 
the balance of reason and be as readily recognized as truth as if revealed 
through the senses, and is far less liable to prove deceptive. 

| A. W. 


ConDoLENcE.—There is something inexpressibly sad when Death selects 
from bright young lives the victims of his skill, and surely nothing could 
have surprised us more than to hear of the departure of Mrs. Lillie E. 
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Kescel of Park City, Utah. Mrs. Kescel was the daughter of Elder Wm. 
Eddington and Mary his wife; she had only been married for a brief 
period, and her life of glowing promise so suddenly extinguished will be 
a severe blow to the parents and family, as well as to many friends who 
loved the bright girl for her many interesting and attractive traits of 
character. To the young husband it is, no doubt, a dark day, particularly 
as the resources of that faith which inspires the family are to him unknown. 

We have prayers and tears for them all nevertheless, that peculiar sad- 
ness may bring peculiar blessing, and that without undue sorrow, the 
spirit of healing may rest upon the stricken hearts of the parents whose 
tender friendship has been ours in the day of calamity, and whose loss 
becomes our loss, though thousands of miles may intervene. 

May peace, God’s peace, rest upon the family, and may they look for- 
ward to the time when Lillie will be theirs again, as in the happy days 
and years gone by. Bright, beautiful and only twenty-three, she succumbs 
almost without notice to the fell destroyer, but “God is His own inter- 
preter, and He will make it plain. N. 


ARRIVALS.— The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line s.s. Belgenland, March 10, 1900: For the 
British Mission—C. N. Stillman, Mill Creek; Preston D. Richards, Sugar; 
Thos. C. Harding, Morgan; R. L. Crosbie, Ogden; W. J. Startup, Provo. 
For the Scandinavian Mission—Christian Petersen, Price. For the Neth- 
erlands Mission—Joseph C. Platt, Salt Lake City. 

The following ladies’ from Utah were with the company: Hagar Startup 
Singleton, and Sarah Eggertson Cluff and her daughter Clara, of Provo; 
and Dr. N. H. St. John, Richfield. 

Sister Cluff, after visiting relatives in Denmark, will accompany her 
daughter to Berlin where Miss Cluff is going to take a course in music. 
The others are on a visit to friends and relatives in England. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Nels Nelson of the Irish Confer- 
ence is honorably released to return home at his pleasure after the 10th of 
March. Brother Nelson intends to visit Scandinavia in company with 
President McMurrin, to visit relatives and search for genealogy. 


The Elders for the British Mission who arrived on the 10th inst., were 
appointed to labor in the conferences as follows: 

Preston D. Richards, Nottingham; R. L. Crosbie, Scottish; W. J. 
Startup, Birmingham; Thos. C. Harding, Welsh; and Cyrus N. Still- 
man, Leeds. 


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


Ir may be an anomaly to say that the world is full of truth and yet 
equally full of error, that the struggle for supremacy is everlasting or that 
it can never cease until triumph i is written in every line of human thought, 
and right is established in each direction of human action. 


. . . . . !. — 
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Truth is one and truth is eternal, but in human experience and for 
human convenience, it is separated or classified, hence men speak of social 
truth, political truth, financial truth, scientific truth, moral truth and re- 
ligious truth, and some are so enamoured of their special line of truth, that 
they neither see truth outside of their horizon, nor the attitude which 
truths generally bear toward each other. 

Every such man deems his special truth the only salvatory or saving 
truth in the universe, social reformers have this idea, politicians are just 
as decided, and religious fanatics have long since concluded that their 
particular “ism” can alone redeem and glorify the human race. 

Now all truth is salvatory, its action is in the line of progress and 
development; yet theoretical truth, abstract truth becomes a force only 
through its application, and how to apply it in harmony with other 
truths is less considered than is the presentation of that which in itself 
may be only a hobby as to efficiency, or a fad as to its virtue. 

All truths have been perverted by ignorance or by design, and it is this 
perversion that has destroyed the world. The greater and grander the 
truth, the more potent for good and blessing it may be in its normal and 
properly associated action, and the more destructive it becomes in 
its perversion. Misuse or abuse is not the product of wisdom but of 
sin; not of intelligence but of ignorance; and where order might be 
there is chaos, where peace, there is contention and division. 

Invention and discovery have failed in power for blessing, because their 
utilities have been warped to personal ends; political truths have been 
used for partisan aggrandisement, and national jealousies, discrimination 
and war have sprung from patriotism, so-called, narrowed to a line, where 
the spirit of brotherhood should have belted our little world. Religious 
truths perverted have deluged the earth in blood, fostered superstition 
and created envy, sectarianism and rivalry, where its beneficent spirit 
properly understood and applied should have been a balm for the healing 
of the nations, and an antidote to priestcraft and error; even teaching it 
has become a profession—a stalking horse for gain and a ladder by which 
to climb to power. The marital relationship, meant to be for procreative 
purposes and God-like companionship, has furnished opportunity for 
lust and passion, until disease and death have usurped the place of vigor 
and increased age; some men have lived to eat, others have barely eat to 
live, degeneracy has come from excess or deprivation, physical stamina 
has been undermined in either case, and death has taken the place of 
abounding vitality and life. Finance or wealth, which properly used 
might have helped to redeem the world, as the hand-maid of peace and 
unity, has been made a curse, generating selfishness on one hand and 
envy on the other; and so the most holy, the most potent and effective 
truths have hid themselves behind a barricade suggestive of evil and 
almost oblivious to good. 

Unless the citadel is built upon a solid foundation, it is pregnable to 
“the munitions of war;” unless the fabric of society is built upon the 
foundation of truth, it is destined to crumble, to decay or to be finally 
overthrown; the bed rock of permanence is true religion, its cardinal 
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principles are those of truth in regard to God and Christ, and wan to 
man, lack of knowledge herein is fatal to the superstructure; God is at 
the head of all things, Jesus Christ was His direct representative on the 
earth, he claimed to be “The Truth,” He said the truth would make men 
free. He did not mean scientific truth, nor social, financial, political or 
even moral truth, His idea of truth was higher, broader, deeper and al] 
embracing than this; these might be offshoots, adjuncts, auxiliaries, but 
the basic truth is man’s relationship to Deity as expressed in Jesus 
Christ, and man’s relationship to his race as declared by the same un- 
erring authority. 

“Other foundation can no man lay save that which is laid,” and if any 
man shall build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay or stubble, “the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is,” 
for even precious things out of order are no more valuable than the 
meanest. The ideas of men, the surmisings, conclusions and toil thereof, 
are like attempting to build a pyramid upon its apex, but “the foundation 
of God standeth sure,” in other words the glory of man’s salvation can 
not be given to secondary human ideas; while there may be truth or 
truths as already determined in connection with all men and all organi- 
zations thereof, fundamental truths are of God and orderly; all truth is 
indeed from Him, but haphazard, unauthorized, divided, segregated truths 
can be applied to the building only when the foundation is acceptable 
and right, “untempered mortar” are they, and for enduring cohesion un- 
profitable and vain. 

The old fable that truth lies at the bottom of a well is only partially 
correct, truth is easily discovered by the truly opened eye, heard by the 
properly cultivated ear, and reachable by the loving heart, and, in fact, it 
is the truth alone which binds men together; the bands of error are easily 
consumed, and yet error associated with truth may linger through the 
ages and apparently defy “the corroding touch of time.” There ig truth 
in the idea of “Priesthood,” and it has stood for or been the synonym of 
authority in the Catholic Church. “Baptism by immersion” is as true in the 
church holding it as it is in the Church of Christ ;” “Justification by faith” 
is a scriptural truth which has been the soul of Methodism, and is as true 
in that place as it was among the Saints; “Waiting for the Spirit” among 
the Quakers is as true as it is when found in the writings of Paul; the 
need of Revelation is as essential in the order of God as is claimed by the 
Swedenborgians; to “Preach the Gospel to the poor” is as much a truth 
of the New Testament as it is to the Ranters; to have “the Organization 
of Apostles and Prophets” is just as correct among the Irvingites as it is 
in the Epistles, and the “Signs following the believers” is as much a part 
of true discipleship as the Campbellites claim it to be, but these truths, all 
divine in their place and order, are just as powerless for full salvation as 
all the sections and parts of a watch would be for time keeping if dis- 
tributed among a host of men. Truth embraces the whole, and is vastly 
more than men have as yet received or had revealed. 

Pilate once asked this momentous question, “What is Truth?” the New 
Testament says, ‘‘He waited for an answer”; thousands are to-day asking 
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the same question, and thousands are waiting for an answer. The Great 


Teacher prayed that His Father would sanctify His disciples through the 


truth, and He added “thy Word is Truth,” and it is not uncommon now 
to hear men say, We have the Truth,” or that “Mormonism embraces 
all Truth,” which is true, but how much have they received, imbibed or 
utilized ; they have the promise in this as Abraham had, that he should 
have the promised land for an inheritance “when as yet he had not set 
his foot upon it,” and while the Saints are in the line of Truth, while they 
have the key thereto, the borderland has barely now been passed. There 
are few if any, who comprehend the fullness of the primary truths of the 
Gospel, any more than the child learning the alphabet comprehends the 
wealth and wide reaching fullness of his mother tongue. 

The focus of Truth is the unutterable intelligence of God, which radiates 
throughout His wide-spread universe; our little earth has received a por- 
tion of its rays, the which if we honor will bring us nearer to the primal 
source, until truths now o’erlapping by their breadth one little speck, will 
in approximation become to man made known, until “the knowledge of 
God shall cover the earth as the waters cover the great deep.” 

Truth unrevealed and Truth unapprehended are equally valueless; there 
must be a mental and spiritual preparation before man can appropriate 
or utilize ordinary—much less the higher, Truths of being, and to teach 
or preach such is to “cast pearls before swine,” or to sow precious seed in 
unprepared or unproductive soil; that belongs to the spiritual economy of 
God, and the world is even less receptive of truth than were the disciples 
when Jesus said unto them, “I have many things to say unto you but ye 
cannot bear them now.” The Elders of Israel understand, in part, this 
law by its manifestation, and they are not out with the expectation of 
converting the world, but rather to preach this Gospel of the Kingdom, 
this consecutive order of Truth, “for a witness unto all nations, and then 
shall the end come.” 

Truth is relative only to man and time; to God and eternity itis an 
everlasting round; all its revealings are adaptations, men see them “as 
through a glass darkly,” observation, experience and inspiration will make 
E as clear as the noon-day sun. Truth is the great chain which, link 

y link, is let down from heaven, it is that which is to bind Satan, redeem 
man and make earth into “the Garden of God.” Joseph Smith under- 
stood its use and power when he asserted, “I combat the errors of ages; 
I meet the violence of mobs; I cope with illegal proceedings from execu- 


tive authority; I cut the Gordion knot of powers; and I solve mathe- 


matical problems of Universities WITH TRUTH—DIAMOND TRUTH.” 


N. 


— 


WHY 1900 IS NOT A LEAP YEAR. 


TuHIs is not a Leap Year, although its number is divisible by four; 
and consequently Wednesday was the last day of February. For the 
benefit of persons who have asked for the reason of this exception, it 
may be shortly explained. It is part of a troublesome adjustment of our 
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arbitrary way of reckoning time to the rate at which, measured by the 
earth’s circuit of the sun, actual time passes. If astronomers and clock- 
makers went into consultation now, there would be no great difficulty in 
making hours and days real fractions of the solar year; but we have to 
deal with a time measurement which, so far as the hours and days are 
concerned, was adopted in the remotest ages, with a view not to the solar 
year, but to the earth’s revolution on its own axis. As to the months, 
they were originally measured by the moon’s journeys round the earth, 
whose duration is of so little importance that it might be neglected. 
Never since the days of ancient Egypt have the moon’s journeys been 
used alone and simply to determine a year. Twelve of them did so then, 
and that meant a shifting of the seasons; midsummer moving on as it 
were from June through July and the rest, to June again once in every 
1461 of these lunar years. 

The story of al] the attempts made by one nation and another to reckon 
by the sun and moon both, and to do it with days that were not true frac- 
tions of either the moon’s or the earth’s orbit, is distinctly amusing. We 
commend it to the curious. But the modern system dates from the time 
of Julius Cesar, when the most confused arrangement of any was reduced 
to comparative simplicity by taking the solar year as 365 days. As a 
matter of fact, it is 5 days 48 minates and 46 seconds more; and hence the 
device of a leap year, as every schoolboy knows. But that device a little 
overdoes the adjustment. Adding a day to every fourth year puts us 
ahead of the sun at rather more than 11 minutes and 14 seconds every 
year, or more than 18 hours and 43 minutes inacentury. Between the 
time of Julius Cesar and 1582, the equinox went back 14 days from this 
troublesome cause; and to avoid a state of things endured by the ancient 
Egyptians with equanimity Pope Gregory decreed a sort of leap century, 
with the leap the other way about. The last year of every century was 
to be no leap year at all, save once in four times. The year 1900 is one of 
three in which we settle the sun’s account of 18 hours 43 minutes 2 seconds 
by forfeiting a 29th of February; and this being too generous by 6 hours 
16 minutes and 58 seconds, we shall recoup ourselves in the year 2,000 by 
having a 29th of February as usual. We shall then be 5 hours 9 minutes 
and 6 seconds to the good again, a trifle for which, it seems, Pope Gregory 
left the sun to whistle. Liverpool Express. 


BITTER WORDS. 


Ir is not only acts and deeds that retain their life and force and power; 
it is words also. 

Thoughts unexpressed may sometimes fall back dead, 
But God Himself can’t kill them when they're said. 

Few things rankle and poison the springs of charity and good fellowship 
like bitter, harsh, unjust, provocative words. An adjective is sometimes 
the sufficient spark for the tinder. It seems sometimes as if the final 
virtue in public life will be the single virtue of a civil tongue. An admir- 
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able story is told of a peasant who came once to one of the old monks and 
asked to be taught one of the psalms. The monk chose for him the psalm 
which begins: “I will take heed to my ways that I offend not with my 
tongue.” Having heard that verse the peasant rose up and went away, 
saying that before going any further he would try to practice it. “But,” 
the story concludes, “he never came back again, never having succeeded in 
living up to the first verse.” “I will take heed to my ways that I offend 
not with my tongue.” It will be an excellent motto for statesmen, politi- 
cians, journalists, ministers of religion; nay, is there any class among us 
that has not reason to remember that after thoughtless, unkind, or unjust 
speech we look for healing, but behold C. 
Horne, M. A., in Great Thoughts. 


District Mggetinc Norice.—Three District Meetings of the Latter-day 
Saints will be held in the Foresters’ Hall, Charlotte Street, Hull, on Sun- 
day, March 25, 1900. Some of the Presidency of the European Mission 
will be in attendance. Services will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 
6:30 p.m. All are invited. Seats free. 


In THE NEwWcASTLE CONFERENCE.—District Meetings of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, will be held in the Plimsolne Hall, 19 
Chapter Row, off the Market, South Shields, Durham, on Sunday, March 
25, 1900. Meetings convene at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are cor- 
dially invited. Seats free. No collections. 


POETRY. 


ROBIN AND JEAN. 


Come under my plaidie,” a brave lad did say, 

In the rich brogue of Scotland, now far, far away; 
It smacked of the heather, and bluebells, I ween, 
Though learned on the Clyde from a motherly queen. 


Come under my plaidie,” in more tender tone, 

In fear, as if worship were too rudely shown, 

II love thee for e’er, with heart earnest an true, 
As staunch as our mountains, as fresh as their dew!” 


„Tis but little I have, but my willing strong arm 

Will respond to my heart to keep Jeannie from harm, 
For she’s sweet as the day dawn, and in her bright eye 
There is wealth for the loving; for her I would die!” 


Shy Jeannie down looked, but she colored all o’er, 
From the crown of her head to her heels on the floor. 
„Oh, Robin, I'll trust you, you're steady and kind 
To your old trembling mother, I often have mind !” 


t 
* 
—— 
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